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who, by virtue of the historic right of a certain family,
wears the crown, and with whom, though he may have
advisers possessing a greater or less degree of authority, the
ultimate decision always rests. It would be idle here to
trifle with illustrations. The essence of monarchy is the
idea that nothing can be done contrary to the will of the
monarch. That is the minimum of monarchical power.
We find ourselves, then, confronted with the contrast
between unity and plurality; and that the monarchy
excels any other form of government as a visible expression
of the political power and unity of a nation is proved by
long experience. It is for this reason that monarchy seems
so natural, and that it makes such an appeal to the popular
understanding. We Germans had an experience of this
in the first years of our new empire. How wonderfully the
idea of a united fatherland was embodied for us in the
person of the venerable Emperor! How much it meant
to us that we could feel once more : This man is Germany ;
there is no gainsaying it!

" A second important feature of a monarchy is that the
will of the State is represented by one single individual.
What is more important, this authority is not transmitted,
but rests on its own right. To borrow a scholastic expres-
sion, we may speak of the self-dependence of the monarchical
authority. The power of a monarchy is inherent in itself,
and it is due to this fact that a monarchy can and does
exercise a higher social justice than any republican form of
government. It is much more difficult for a republic to
be just; because in a republic there is always party govern-
ment. We actually see in history that monarchies have
always shown more justice than republics. It is not hatred
of the monarchy, but hatred of a higher social class which
unites the masses in social revolutions. It is indeed to the
monarch that the masses will appeal to restrict the power
of individuals. A king who is a king indeed stands so high
above all private concerns that he can look down, as from
a high altitude, upon the various classes and parties. The